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            Testimony of  

SUZANNE D. CASE 
Chairperson 

 
Before the House Committee on 

FINANCE 
 

Thursday, February 25, 2016 
1:00 P.M. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 308 
 

In consideration of 
HOUSE BILL 2528, HOUSE DRAFT 1 

MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR A SHOOTING FACILITY IN WEST HAWAII 
ON THE ISLAND OF HAWAII 

 
House Bill 2528, House Draft 1 proposes to appropriate unspecified funds for public outreach, 
planning, and an environmental impact statement for a Hawaii Island public shooting facility.  
The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) supports this measure 
provided that the appropriation that is needed to carry out the actions does not adversely 
impact appropriations for other priorities in the Executive Supplemental Budget request or 
any existing Department appropriated funding. 
 
The Department affirms the need for a public shooting range facility on Hawaii Island. As such, 
the Department is actively engaged in shooting range development on Hawaii Island and 
recognizes that increased public outreach and an environmental impact statement are the 
immediate and necessary steps toward shooting range development on the island.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this testimony. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 11:50 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: hicogmac1@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Tom Lodge, Chair 
County of Hawaii Game 

Mngmt Advisory 
Commission 

Support No 

 
 
Comments: The Hawaii County Game Management Advisory Commission STRONGLY 
SUPPORTS A PUBLIC SHOOTING RANGE ON THE BIG ISLAND and supports this 
necessary funding to keep this project moving. Mahalo and Much Aloha, Tom Lodge, 
Chair 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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February 24, 2016

Testimony in Opposition to HB2528

Dear Members of the 2016 Hawaii Legislature:

We are writing to express our strong opposition to HB2528, and the proposed shooting range,
which is currently being considered at a location in Pu’uanahu1u, in close proximity to the resort,
condominium, timeshare, golf courses and residential communities of Waikoloa and the Kohala
Coast on the Island of Hawaii.

This coastal area is a major draw for tourists and condominium / timeshare owners, and sustains
the employment of thousands of Big Island residents. Visitors to the Big Island come in search of
peace and tranquility and to experience a culture like no other in the world. To have this
disturbed by the sounds of gunshots and the threat of stray bullets would have a profoundly
negative impact on the community at large.

The undersigned collectively employ thousands of Big Island residents, and we do business with
htmdreds of thousands of visitors to the Big Island every year.

The comfort and safety of residents, visitors and employees should be paramount. Given all the
other available land, a large-scale public shooting range should not be developed in such close
proximity to one of the Island’s most sought after resort destinations.

We are not opposed to shooting ranges in general, and would support a public shooting range in
a different location that is not in such close proximity to the residents and local businesses
whole livelihood depends on the continued success of the Kohala and Waikoloa Coast
community.

We respectfully request that you oppose HB2528 and do not pass this bill.

Thank you very much for your kokua and consideration. Aloha,

Mufi Hannemann

President & CEO I
Hawaii Lodging & Tourism Association
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February 24, 2016

Hawaii State Capitol
415 South Beretania St.
Honolulu, HI 96813

Testimony in Opposition to HB2528
House Finance Committee Hearing, February 25, 2016, 1:00 pm

Dear Members of the Hawaii Legislature:

We are writing to express our strong opposition to HB 2528, and the proposed shooting range, which is currently being
considered at a location in Pu’uanahulu, in close proximity to the resort, condominium, timeshare, golf courses and
residential communities of Waikoloa and the Kohala Coast on the Island of Hawaii.

This coastal area is a major draw for tourists and condominium/timeshare owners, and sustains the employment of
thousands of Big Island residents. Visitors to the Big Island come in search of peace and tranquility and to experience a
culture like no other in the world. To have this disturbed by the sounds of gunshots and the threat of stray bullets would
have a profoundly negative impact on the community at large.

The undersigned collectively employ thousands of Big Island residents, and we do business with hundreds of thousands of
visitors to the Big Island every year.

The comfort and safety of residents, visitors and employees should be paramount. Given all the other available land, a
large-scale public shooting range should not be developed in such close proximity to one of the Island’s most sought after
resort destinations.

We are not opposed to shooting ranges in general, and would support a public shooting range in a different location that is
not in such close proximity to the residents and local businesses whose livelihood depends on the continued success of the
Kohala and Waikoloa Coast community.

We respectfully request that you oppose HB 2528 and do not pass this bill. Thank you very much for your kokua and
consideration.

Aloha,



Jerry Gibson '
Area Vice President, Hilton Worldwide

Elmer Gorospe
Hawaii Division Director, ILWU Local 142

Steve Yannarell
General Manager, Marriott International, Waikoloa Beach Marriott Resort & Spa

Rob Gunthner
Chairperson, HLTA — Hawaii Island Chapter

Scott Head
President, Waikoloa Resort Association

Kevin Furman
Executive Vice President, Dolphin Quest Hawaii

William Allen
President & CEO, Hawaii Care and Cleaning

Craig Anderson
Vice President Operations, Mauna Kea Beach Hotel & Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel

Kelley Cosgrove
General Manager, The Fairmont Orchid, Hawaii

Tom Leeper
President, Mauna Lani Resort Association

Cecil Morton
President & CEO, SpeediShuttle and Arthur’s Limousine

Chris Sbarbaro
Vice President- Hawaii, Enterprise Holdings

Glenn Hashimoto
CEO, Suisan Company, Ltd.

Tony Dunkel
President, Vista Waikoloa AOAO

John Ciambrone
President, Waikoloa Colony Villas AOAO

Jay Risher
President, Hali’i Kai AOAO

Tom Kell
President, Waikoloa Beach Villas AOAO

Ze Shapiro
President, The Shores at Waikoloa AOAO

Takashi Yamakawa
President, Mauna Lani Resort (Operation), Inc.



Rodney Ito
General Manager, Mauna Lani Bay Hotel & Bungalows

Edmund Yamagata
General Manager, Roberts Hawaii

Lan"y Taylor
President, Kolea HOA
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OBJECTION TO THE PROPOSED
LOCATION OF THE

SHOOTING RANGE FACILITY
AT PUUANAHULU, HAWAII

BASED ON
HEALTH AND SAFETY RISKS

FEBRUARY 2016
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OBJECTION TO THE PROPOSED
LOCATION OF THE

SHOOTING RANGE FACILITY
AT PUUANAHULU. HAWAII

Letter to Governor David Ige signed by a List of Parties Objecting to the
Proposed Location at Puuanahulu (“Proposed Location”).

Testimony of Coalition of Parties in Opposition to HB2528.

Testimony of the Kohala Coast Resort Association in Opposition to HB2528,
objecting to the Proposed Location.

Testimony of Richard H. Schaefer, as Director of the Waikoloa Resort
Association and as a Homeowner and Full-Time Resident at Waikoloa Colony
Villas, in opposition to HB2528.

Testimony of Mufi Hannemann, President & CEO, Hawaii Lodging & Tourism
Association, in Opposition to HB 2528.

Table and Articles Showing Health and Safety Incidences Caused by Human
Error and Mistake at Public Shooting Range Facilities in Other Jurisdictions.

Information on Sniper Rifles Showing Maximum Effective Range up to
1.136 Miles for One of the Described Sniper Rifles.

Rationale for Objection to the Proposed Location.

Maps Showing Distances Between Proposed Location at Puuanahulu to Places
Frequented by People.

925942_2
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February 24, 2016

The Honorable David Ige
Governor, State of Hawaii
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, 1-H 96813

Aloha Governor Ige,

We, the undersigned organizations, are writing to express our strong opposition to HB 2528 and the proposed public
shooting range, which is currently being considered at a location in close proximity to the resort, condo and timeshare
communities of the Kohala Coast on the Island of Hawaii.

On March 19, 2014, we sent a letter to your predecessor, Governor Abercrombie, citing our serious concerns about this
shooting range. We explained that visitors to the Big Island come in search of peace and tranquility and to experience a
culture like no other in the world. To have this disturbed by sounds of gunshots and the threat of stray bullets would have
a profoundly negative impact on the community at large. -

The undersigned collectively employ thousands of Big Island residents, and we do business with hundreds of thousands of
visitors to the Big Island every year. We believe that having this shooting range in such close proximity to a place where
many thousands of people come to work, live, and play will have damaging effects on surrounding businesses, future
developments, and employment opportunities.

The comfort and safety of residents, visitors and employees should be paramount. There is a place for a shooting range on
the Island, but the proposed Pu’uanahulu location is not appropriate. Given all the other available land, a large-scale
public shooting range should not be developed in such close proximity to one of the Island’s most sought after resort
destinations.

We would support a public shooting range in a different location that is not in such close proximity to the residents and
local businesses whose livelihood depends on the continued success of the Kohala and Waikoloa Coast community. We
strongly urge you to oppose HB 2528 and to work with the Department of Land and Natural Resources to find a more
suitable location for the proposed shooting range.

Thank you very much for your kokua and consideration.

Mahalo,

Jerry Gibson
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Area Vice President, Hilton Worldwide

Elmer Gorospe
Hawaii Division Director, ILWU Local 142

Steve Yannarell
General Manager, Marriott International, Waikoloa Beach Marriott Resort & Spa

Rob Gunthner
Chairperson, HLTA — Hawaii Island Chapter

Scott Head
President, Waikoloa Resort Association

Kevin Furman
Executive Vice President, Dolphin Quest Hawaii

William Allen
President & CEO, Hawaii Care and Cleaning

Craig Anderson
Vice President Operations, Mauna Kea Beach Hotel & Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel

Kelley Cosgrove
General Manager, The Fairmont Orchid, Hawaii

Tom Leeper
President, Mauna Lani Resort Association

Cecil Morton
President & CEO, SpeediShuttle and Arthur’s Limousine

Chris Sbarbaro
Vice President- Hawaii, Enterprise Holdings

Glenn Hashimoto
CEO, Suisan Company, Ltd.

Tony Dunkel
President, Vista Waikoloa AOAO

John Ciambrone
President, Waikoloa Colony Villas AOAO

Jay Risher
President, Hali’i Kai AOAO

Tom Kell
President, Waikoloa Beach Villas AOAO

Ze Shapiro
President, The Shores at Waikoloa AOAO

Takashi Yamakawa
President, Mauna Lani Resort (Operation), Inc.

Rodney Ito
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General Manager, Mauna Lani Bay Hotel & Bungalows

Edmund Yamagata
General Manager, Roberts Hawaii

Larry Taylor
President, Kolea HOA
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February 24, 2016

Hawaii State Capitol
415 South Beretania St.
Honolulu, HI 96813

Testimony in Opposition to HB2528
House Finance Committee Hearing, February 25, 2016, 1:00 pm

Dear Members of the Hawaii Legislature:

We are writing to express our strong opposition to HB 2528, and the proposed shooting range, which is currently being
considered at a location in Pu’uanahu1u, in close proximity to the resort, condominium, timeshare, golf courses and
residential communities of Waikoloa and the Kohala Coast on the Island of Hawaii.

This coastal area is a major draw for tourists and condominium/timeshare owners, and sustains the employment of
thousands of Big Island residents. Visitors to the Big Island come in search of peace and tranquility and to experience a
culture like no other in the world. To have this disturbed by the sounds of gunshots and the threat of stray bullets would
have a profoundly negative impact on the community at large.

The undersigned collectively employ thousands of Big Island residents, and we do business with hundreds of thousands of
visitors to the Big Island every year.

The comfort and safety of residents, visitors and employees should be paramount. Given all the other available land, a
large-scale public shooting range should not be developed in such close proximity to one of the Island’s most sought after
resort destinations.

We are not opposed to shooting ranges in general, and would support a public shooting range in a different location that is
not in such close proximity to the residents and local businesses whose livelihood depends on the continued success of the
Kohala and Waikoloa Coast community.

We respectfully request that you oppose HB 2528 and do not pass this bill. Thank you very much for your kokua and
consideration.

Aloha,
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Jerry Gibson
Area Vice President, Hilton Worldwide

Elmer Gorospe
Hawaii Division Director, ILWU Local 142

Steve Yannarell
General Manager, Marriott International, Waikoloa Beach Marriott Resort & Spa

Rob Gunthner
Chairperson, HLTA — Hawaii Island Chapter

Scott Head
President, Waikoloa Resort Association

Kevin Furman
Executive Vice President, Dolphin Quest Hawaii

William Allen
President & CEO, Hawaii Care and Cleaning

Craig Anderson
Vice President Operations, Mauna Kea Beach Hotel & Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel

Kelley Cosgrove
General Manager, The Fairmont Orchid, Hawaii

Tom Leeper
President, Mauna Lani Resort Association

Cecil Morton
President & CEO, SpeediShuttle and Arthur’s Limousine

Chris Sbarbaro
Vice President- Hawaii, Enterprise Holdings

Glenn Hashimoto
CEO, Suisan Company, Ltd.

Tony Dunkel
President, Vista Waikoloa AOAO

John Ciambrone
President, Waikoloa Colony Villas AOAO

Jay Risher
President, Hali’i Kai AOAO

Tom Kell
President, Waikoloa Beach Villas AOAO

Ze Shapiro
President, The Shores at Waikoloa AOAO

Takashi Yamakawa
President, Mauna Lani Resort (Operation), Inc.
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General Manager, Roberts Hawaii
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RESORT ASSOCIATION

February 14, 2016

Testimony in Opposition to HB2528

Members of the Hawaii Legislature:

We are writing to express sincere opposition to HB2528, and the proposed public shooting range, which is currently
being considered at a location in close proximity to theresort, condo, timeshare and residential communities of the
Kohala Coast on the Island of Hawaii. I ,

We have some concerns about specific language contained within this bill. The Kohala Coast Resort Association
(KCRA), residential property associations Within Mauna Lani and Waikoloa Resorts, and individual residential
property owners within our resorts also participated in the shooting range working group. We were active stakeholders
and even invited our State Legislative representatives, Senator Lorraine Inouye and Representative Cindy Evans, to
join us during the December 2014 sound assessment to determine if gunfire was audible from affiliated KCRA
member properties - it was. However, to our knowledge, none of the entities or individuals opposed to the location of
the shooting range received copies of that sound assessment at the same time as those entities in favor of the shooting
range. This was despite monthly requests for status updates, over a period of nearly a year, to the contractor hired to
conduct the shooting range sound assessments. We realize that there was a change in leadership within the DLNR
during this time, and that is why we specifically convened a meeting with the new leadership of DLNR in June of 2015
to express our opposition to the location of the shooting range and address our concems about the outcome of the
sound assessment. Unfortunately, despite our repeated attempts, KCRA did not receive a copy of the sound
assessment until February 1, 2016, when the contractor at PBR Hawaii finally explained that this project had been
turned back over to DLNR, and then provided the name and contact information for the engineer responsible for
moving the project forward. That was seven months after the sound assessment date (July 2015). We have since shared
the sound assessment with other members of the working group, representing residential associations, private
businesses as well as with our local and state govemment officials for their independent evaluation. '

The bill also states that in addition to the three sound assessments during the period between 2012 and 2015 that there
were two other public hearings on the bill where there was “unanimous public support” for a shooting range. While
that is technically true, please note that both of those public hearings took place prior to the third sound assessment.
Many members of the working group and our affiliated properties were waiting to receive the report on that assessment
before offering official comments on the results, despite requests by our local media to do so.

But to infer that there has been unanimous public support for the shooting range overall is incorrect. We have in our
files copies of letters addressed to the DLNR, PBR Hawaii, and the fonrrer Govemor, during the period of 2007-20 14,
detailing our concerns. We have specifically tried to address those comments directly to the appropriate government
agencies and their designees. That is why we’ve attended meetings with our elected officials at both the state and
county levels on this issue, and why we’ve hosted meetings with DLNR leadership on this issue.

This coastal area is a major draw for tourists, condo owners, and residents, and sustains the employment of thousands
of other Hawaii Island residents. Visitors to Hawaii Island come in search of peace and tranquility and to experience a
culture like no other in the world. To have this disturbed by sounds of gunshots and the threat of stray bullets would
have a profoundly negative impact on the community at large.

PO Box 6991, Kamuela, HI 96743 * (808) 747-5762 * kohalacoastresortassn@qmai|.com * www.kohalacoastresorts.com
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We believe that having this shooting range in such close proximity to a place where many thousands of people come to
work, live, and play will have damaging effects on surrounding businesses, future developments, employment
opportunities, and the reputation we have worked for more than 50 years to develop along the Kohala Coast.

The comfort and safety of residents, visitors and employees should be paramount. There is a place for a shooting range
on the island, but the proposed Pu’uanahulu location is not appropriate. Given all the other available land, a large-
scale public shooting range should not be developed in such close proximity to one of the Island’s most sought after
resort destinations.

We have recently shared with our state representatives and DLNR officials, comments that Commander Jacobson fiom
Pohakuloa Training Area made at a community meeting in Waimea in January 2016, indicating that the Training Area
is interested in exploring development of a public shooting range at their property, located on the Daniel K. Inouye
Highway, that would be accessible to gun owners from both sides ofHawaii Island. That location is much more ideally
situated for this type of development because ofminimal residential and commercial use in close proximity. I

We urge you not to pass this bill, and ask that you continue to work with the DLNR to select a more appropriate
location.

Sincerely,
Stephanie Donoho
Administrative Director

Patrick Fitzgerald, Hualalai Resort Takashi Yamakawa, Mauna Lani Resort
Kelley Cosgrove, The Fainnont Orchid, Hawai‘i Scott Head, Waikoloa Land Company
Debi Bishop, Hilton Waikoloa Village Denise Hill, Hualalai Resort
Rodney Ito, Mauna Lani Bay Hotel & Bungalows Robert Whitfield, Four Seasons Resort Hualalai
Steve Yannarell, Waikoloa Beach Marriott Resort & Spa Peter Thoene, Mauna Kea Beach Hotel
Craig Anderson, Mauna Kea Resort and Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel

I PO Box 6991, Kamuela, Hl 98743 * (808) 747-5762 * kohalacoastresortassn@gmaiLoom * www.kohaIacoastresorts.com
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Testimony Submittal Date: February 14, 2016

Testifier Name: Richard H. Schaefer

Position and Organization: Director, Waikoloa Resort Association
Homeowner & Full—time Resident, Waikoloa Colony Villas

EEP (House Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection
WAL (House Committee on Water and Land)
FIN (House Committee on Finance)

House Committees:

Hearing Date and Time: February 16, 2016 at 10:00 AM

Measure Number: HB2528

Members of the House Committees on Energy & Environmental Protection, Water & Land, and Finance:

I am writing to voice my strong ogposition to HB2528. I do so as a homeowner and full-time resident on
the Island of Hawai'i, as a member of the Board of Directors of Waikoloa Resort Association (in which
capacity I represent over 1,000 homeowners), and as a member of the Pu'u Anahulu Sound Assessment
Working Group (which Working Group was tasked by the State of Hawai’i Department of Land and Natural
Resources to develop a recommended scope of work for additional sound assessments regarding a
proposed shooting facility adjacent_to the Pu'u Anahulu landfill in West Hawai’i on the Island of Hawai’i).

HB2528 states that a site for the proposed public shooting range has been selected, which site is adjacent
to the Pu'u Anahulu landfill, the same site for which I served on the Sound Assessment Working Group.
Regarding this proposed site, I unequivocally render mv opinion that a shooting range at this location
would have a devastating effect on the economy of the Island of Hawai’i.

My opinion is based on: (i) a review conducted by me and an independent acoustical engineer ofthe three
sound assessment reports that have been prepared; (ii) my being able to hear gunshots within the
Waikoloa Beach Resort from the proposed Pu'u Anahulu site during the most recent sound assessment;
and (iii) my educational and professional background as an economist and statistician. Further support for
my opinion is summarized as follows:

(i) Upon reviewing the first two sound assessment reports, myself, other members of the
Pu'uAnahulu Sound Assessment Working Group, and an independent acoustical engineer
identified a number of flaws in the assessments. Unfortunately the third sound assessment
report, dated July 2015, still had numerous flaws which biased the study toward minimizing
the impact of the sound of gunfire on surrounding communities. However, even with these
flaws, the July 2015 ”Sound Modeling and Prediction Report, Hawai’i Public Shooting Range
at Pu'uAnahu/u" (the ”Report") states ”The sound prediction results show that sounds from
the shotgun will be audible in the Waikoloa Resort Area ...". The Report further states jig
sound level predictions for the shotgun indicate that the sound levels observed at the
Waikoloa Resort may exceed 60 dBA ...". This sound level is an important benchmark since,
according to the Report, Hawai’i Administrative Rules, Title ll — Department of Health,
Chapter 46- Community Noise Control state that the maximum permissible noise level for a
Class B zone district is 60 dBA. (A Class B zone district is multi-family dwellings, apartment,
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business, commercial, hotel, resort, or similar). If the shooting range is located at the
proposed site, awareness of such health and welfare issues will quickly become a significant
economic issue for the Island of Hawai’i.

(ii) During the sound assessment summarized in the July 2015 Report, myself and others
positioned ourselves within the Waikoloa Resort Association. We were able to clearly hear
both shotgun and rifle gunfire within the Resort. Whether above or below the
aforementioned 60 dBA health criteria, audible gunfire is not what residents or guests at a
Resort in Hawai’i will find acceptable, and this too will quickly translate into a significant
economic issue for the Island of Hawai’i. »

(iii) The July 2015 Report only addresses the health and welfare effects of gunfire soundsron
Waikoloa Beach Resort residents, guests, and employees. It does not address the economic
impact. The proposed site is located within just 1 to 2.5 miles of all of the developments
within Waikoloa Beach Resort, which is comprised of over 1,000 private residences, the Hilton
Waikoloa Village, the Waikoloa Beach Marriott "Resort & Spa, three Hilton Grand Vacations
properties, and over 185,000 square feet of retail space at the Queens’ Marketplace and the
Kings’ Shops. Locating a shooting range within such close proximity to the economic engine
of the West Coast of the Island of Hawai’i would be a serious mistake, with long-lasting
adverse effects on the economy of the Island of Hawai’i. For example:

a. Think of the adverse effect on the occupancy of the Hilton and Marriott hotels at
Waikoloa Beach Resort when they are competing with other venues for tourist and
convention business, when it is disclosed that gunfire can be heard at their hotels. In
addition to adverse health and welfare effects, audible gunshots are not what guests
expect or will find acceptable when staying at a resort in Hawai’i. Even low-level gunfire
sounds are recognizable to most people, and typically lead to a conscious or subconscious
fear reaction;

b. Think of the adverse effect on residential property values within the Resort when it is
disclosed that gunfire can be heard on the lanais of residences, with the commensurate
health and safety concerns;

c. Think of the adverse economic impact on the hotels, timeshares, retailers, and
homeowners within the Resort if a stray bullet were to injure or kill someone; and

d. Think of the effect of the above-noted adverse economic impacts on the thousands of
workers whose livelihoods depend on the Waikoloa Beach Resort economy.

I respectfully ask you to oppose HB2528 and to work with the Department of Land and Natural Resources
to identify a location for a shooting range on the Island of Hawai’i which will not so significantly adversely
affect the economy of the Island of Hawai’i.

Sincerely,

Richard H. Schaefer
Director
Waikoloa Resort Association
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HAW!-\l'l LODGING 8: TOURISM

ASSOCIATION

February 24, 2016

Testimony in Opposition to HB2528

Dear Members of the 2016 Hawaii Legislature:

We are Writing to express our strong opposition to HB2528, and the proposed shooting range,
which is currently being considered at a location in Pu’uanahulu, in close proximity to the resort,
condominium, timeshare, golf courses and residential communities of Waikoloa and the Kohala
Coast on the Island of Hawaii.

This coastal area is a major draw for tourists and condominium / timeshare owners, and sustains
the employment of thousands of Big Island residents. Visitors to the Big Island come in search of
peace and tranquility and to experience a culture like no other in the world. To have this
disturbed by the sounds of gunshots and the threat of stray bullets would have a profoundly
negative impact on the community at large.

The undersigned collectively employ thousands of Big Island residents, and we do business with
hundreds of thousands of visitors to the Big Island every year.

The comfort and safety of residents, visitors and employees should be paramount. Given all the
other available land, a large-scale public shooting range should not be developed in such close
proximity to one of the Island’s most sought after resort destinations.

We are not opposed to shooting ranges in general, and would support a public shooting range in
a different location that is not in such close proximity to the residents and local businesses
whole livelihood depends on the continued success of the Kohala and Waikoloa Coast
community.

We respectfully request that you oppose HB2528 and do not pass this bill.

Thank you very much for your kokua and consideration. Aloha,

Mufi Hannemann

II<I-e
President & CEO
Hawaii Lodging & Tourism Association
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Coupie awarded $175K En lawsuit over stray
gun range buiiets
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- Officialsi 4- dead, Including gunman, at Fort Hood
- Kidnapped 9-year-old dropped oh‘ miles away from

home
- Officials: 4 dead, including gunman, at Fort Hood

r ~ 11-year-old building tree fort says officer pulled gun
on hIm,...

~ Historic Buokhead mansion destroyed by fire

Local News Videos

Related ' CARROLL BOUNTY, Ga. — A Can-oll Courrtyjury awarded
a couple $175,000 after they claimed that dozens of bullets from
a neighboring gun range riddled their home over a 10-year
period. ,

View Lalgeljég

CM“ ' """" “W" I Kenneth and Carol Caldwell filed suit against Advanced Bullets
Gun Range on Spruill Bridge Road in October 2011. They claim
that shooters on the range missed their targets, and the bullets
hit their home directly next door.
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Rlfifiaerd Elliot WSB-TV "Living in fear is what it feels like,“ said Kenneth Caldwell.
Bunet We “Scared all the time, afraid to go out into your yard and do
.___.______‘__‘_.________._. anything. om know what bullet has your name on it.“
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Department of Land and Natural Resources 

Aha Moku Advisory Committee 

State of Hawaii 

Post Office Box 621 

Honolulu, Hawaii  96809 
 

 Testimony of 

Piilani Kaawaloa 

Aha Moku Advisory Committee - Hawaii 

 
Before the House Committee on Finance 

 

Thursday, February 25, 2016 
1:00 P.M. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 308 

 
In Consideration of 

HOUSE BILL 2528 HD1 

MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR A SHOOTING FACILITY IN WEST HAWAII ON THE 

ISLAND OF HAWAII 

 
House Bill 2528 appropriates funds for public outreach, planning, and an environmental impact statement 

for a Hawaii Island public shooting facility.  The Aha Moku SUPPORTS this measure.  

 
The Aha Moku – Moku O Keawe, with its six moku and 197 ahupua’a, is the largest of the main 

Hawaiian Islands with strong rural communities with many of the residents engaging in hunting activities 

for game and subsistence.  For years, the people have been supporting and asking for a public shooting 
facility where one can practice target shooting in safety, and where hunting protocols and safety issues 

can be taught if needed.  As a site supported by communities in West Hawaii, Pu’uanahulu is considered 

to be a safe and isolated area away from residences and businesses. We support this measure which will 

continue the development of a Hawaii Island public shooting range. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony and we ask that this committee pass this measure. 

 



Testimony in favor of West Hawaii Shooting Facility on the Island of Hawaii 
 
As BOTH a resident and visitor to the  Big Island, the funding of a West Hawaii Shooting Facility 
on the Island of Hawaii should be approved in full. 
 
This facility is greatly needed for many of the reasons already articulated: 

 There is NO LEGAL place to discharge a firearm, other than a shotgun or when hunting, 
on the Big Island. 

 Yet, sales and imports of firearms continue to rise. 

 SAFETY and proficient use of firearms only comes with hands-on practice, yet the Island 
of Hawaii has no public access facility to do so (other than Trap and Skeet, for just 3  
days of the week in Hilo). 

 The facility will increase and improve the SAFE use and training of firearms in Hawaii 

 The facility will actually INCREASE Hawaii’s hospitality industry revenues and the 
associated tax revenues. 

 
 
The opposition to this facility by the Kohala Resorts/Organizations is purely emotional and 
not based in facts: 

 Data shows that gunfire from the shooting facility will not be heard at the Kohala resorts 
nor at the residences. 

 There is virtually no flora or fauna at the identified site that can be harmed.  The 
environmental impact statement will be thorough and complete.  

 The records of shooting facilities show they are extremely safe, and will not harm or kill 
people. 
 

NOTE:  NONE of above can be said about Blue Hawaii Helicopters, Hilton’s Dolphin shows, the 
County’s Waste Transfer station or even the traffic on Queen Ka’ahumanu Hwy, which are all 
adjacent to the shooting facility site. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Kurt Goldsmith 
78-261 Maunukai St. #203 
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 



Testimony Submittal Date: February 24, 2016 
 
Testifier Name:   Richard H. Schaefer 
 
Position and Organization: Director, Waikoloa Resort Association 
    Homeowner & Full-time Resident, Waikoloa Colony Villas 
 
House Committees:  FIN (House Committee on Finance) 

 
Hearing Date and Time:  February 25, 2016 at 1:00 PM 
 
Measure Number:  HB2528 

 
Members of the House Committee on Finance: 
 
I am writing to voice my strong opposition to HB2528.  I do so as a homeowner and full-time resident on 
the Island of Hawai’i, as a member of the Board of Directors of Waikoloa Resort Association (in which 
capacity I represent over 1,000 homeowners), and as a member of the Pu’u Anahulu Sound Assessment 
Working Group (which Working Group was tasked by the State of Hawai’i Department of Land and Natural 
Resources to develop a recommended scope of work for additional sound assessments regarding a 
proposed shooting facility adjacent to the Pu’u Anahulu landfill in West Hawai’i on the Island of Hawai’i). 
 
HB2528 states that a site for the proposed public shooting range has been selected, which site is adjacent 
to the Pu’u Anahulu landfill, the same site for which I served on the Sound Assessment Working Group.  
Regarding this proposed site, I unequivocally render my opinion that a shooting range at this location 
would have a devastating effect on the economy of the Island of Hawai’i.   
 
My opinion is based on: (i) a review conducted by me and an independent acoustical engineer of the three 
sound assessment reports that have been prepared; (ii) my being able to hear gunshots within the 
Waikoloa Beach Resort from the proposed Pu’u Anahulu site during the most recent sound assessment; 
and (iii) my educational and professional background as an economist and statistician (in which capacity I 
have developed forecasting models for State, regional and national economies, used by both governments 
and businesses for planning purposes).  Further support for my opinion is summarized as follows: 
 

(i) Upon reviewing the first two sound assessment reports, myself, other members of the 
Pu’uAnahulu Sound Assessment Working Group, and an independent acoustical engineer 
identified a number of flaws in the assessments.  Unfortunately the third sound assessment 
report, dated July 2015, still had numerous flaws which biased the study toward minimizing 
the impact of the sound of gunfire on surrounding communities.  However, even with these 
flaws, the July 2015 “Sound Modeling and Prediction Report, Hawai’i Public Shooting Range 
at Pu’uAnahulu” (the “Report”) states “The sound prediction results show that sounds from 
the shotgun will be audible in the Waikoloa Resort Area …”.  The Report further states “The 
sound level predictions for the shotgun indicate that the sound levels observed at the 
Waikoloa Resort may exceed 60 dBA …”.  This sound level is an important benchmark since, 
according to the Report, Hawai’i Administrative Rules, Title 11 – Department of Health, 
Chapter 46 – Community Noise Control state that the maximum permissible noise level for a 
Class B zone district is 60 dBA. (A Class B zone district is multi-family dwellings, apartment, 
business, commercial, hotel, resort, or similar).  If the shooting range is located at the 



proposed site, awareness of such health and welfare issues will quickly adversely affect the 
Waikoloa Beach Resort and therefore the economy of the Island of Hawai’i. 

 
(ii) During the sound assessment summarized in the July 2015 Report, myself and others 

positioned ourselves within the Waikoloa Resort Association.  We were able to clearly hear 
both shotgun and rifle gunfire within the Resort.  Whether above or below the 
aforementioned 60 dBA health criteria, audible gunfire is not what residents or guests at a 
Resort in Hawai’i will find acceptable, and this too will quickly have an adverse impact on the 
Waikoloa Beach Resort and therefore the economy of the Island of Hawai’i. 

 

(iii) The July 2015 Report only addresses the health and welfare effects of gunfire sounds on 
Waikoloa Beach Resort residents, guests, and employees.  It does not address the economic 
impact.  The proposed site is located within just 1 to 2.5 miles of all of the developments 
within Waikoloa Beach Resort, which is comprised of over 1,000 private residences, the Hilton 
Waikoloa Village, the Waikoloa Beach Marriott Resort & Spa, three Hilton Grand Vacations 
properties, and over 185,000 square feet of retail space at the Queens’ Marketplace and the 
Kings’ Shops.  Locating a shooting range within such close proximity to the economic engine 
of the West Coast of the Island of Hawai’i would be a serious mistake, with long-lasting 
adverse effects on the economy of the Island of Hawai’i.  For example: 

 

a. Think of the adverse effect on the occupancy of the Hilton and Marriott hotels at 
Waikoloa Beach Resort when they are competing with other venues for tourist and 
convention business, when it is disclosed that gunfire can be heard at their hotels.  In 
addition to adverse health and welfare effects, audible gunshots are not what guests 
expect or will find acceptable when staying at a resort in Hawai’i.  Even low-level gunfire 
sounds are recognizable to most people, and typically lead to a conscious or subconscious 
fear reaction; 

b. Think of the adverse effect on residential property values within the Resort when it is 
disclosed that gunfire can be heard on the lanais of residences, with the commensurate 
health and safety concerns;   

c. Think of the adverse economic impact on the hotels, timeshares, retailers, and 
homeowners within the Resort if a stray bullet were to injure or kill someone; and 

d. Think of the effect of the above-noted adverse economic impacts on the thousands of 
workers whose livelihoods depend on the Waikoloa Beach Resort economy. 

 
I respectfully ask you to oppose HB2528 and to work with the Department of Land and Natural Resources 
to identify a location for a shooting range on the Island of Hawai’i which will not so significantly adversely 
affect the economy of the Island of Hawai’i. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Richard H. Schaefer 
 
 
 



The Society for Hawaii Heritage 

Animals 
 

SUPPORTING HB2528 
 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THE TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2016 

 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Rep. Sylvia Luke, Chair 
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair 

Committee Members 
 
 
DATE:  Thursday, February 25, 2016 
TIME:   1:00 P.M.. 
PLACE:  Conference Room 308 
 

Description: 
Appropriates funds for public outreach, planning, and an environmental impact 
statement for a Hawaii Island public shooting facility. 
 
There currently exists no public shooting facility for rifles and pistols anywhere on 

the Island of Hawaii. 

Funding through HB2528 will enable the Hawaii Island shooting facility 

development project to continue. 

 Advocating progress, change, and improvement, The Society of Hawaii Heritage 

Animals support a safely designed and professionally operated facility for citizens to 

engage in shooting sports and related activity.  

Please pass HB2528. 

Mahalo, 
Tony Sylvester,  
Executive Director 
The Society for Hawaii Heritage Animals 
 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 11:47 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: hawaiihuntingassociation@hawaiiantel.net 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Tom Lodge 
hawaii hunting 

association 
Support No 

 
 
Comments: In STRONG SUPPORT of this funding moving forward. Mahalo, Tom Lodge 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 1:49 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: dreid@nrahq.org 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM* 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Daniel Reid NRA Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 2528 

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto, and Members of the Committee on Finance: 

House Bill 2528 requests funding to continue a 12 year-long effort to provide a public shooting facility 

for the citizens of Hawaii Island. Thank you for the opportunity to provide our organization’s testimony 

in support of that measure. 

Whatever personal opinion one holds on firearms, the following facts are indisputable: Hawaii Island 

residents legally own a large number of firearms, currently estimated at a quarter million. Firearms 

acquisition has increased dramatically over the last decade. The State mirrors the national trend with 

Hawaii Island residents currently acquiring an additional 6,000 firearms annually. The vast majority (90 

percent) of those legally acquired firearms are rifles and pistols. There currently exists no public 

shooting facility for rifles and pistols anywhere on the Island of Hawaii. 

There is no available Island facility for hunters to sight-in their firearms; no facility for recreational target 

shooting – America’s fastest growing participative sports activity; and no facility in which to provide safe 

and responsible gun handling instruction.   

Since 2004, On Target, Inc. a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, has led a community-based effort to 

develop a safe, supervised shooting facility that will accommodate the educational and recreational 

needs of responsible Island citizens. Thousands of hours of citizen volunteer effort and government 

agency cooperation have been invested in the project over the past 12 years. A Master Plan has been 

developed and the proposed site has been surveyed for issues of biological and cultural concern. An 

exhaustive series of sound tests have been conducted to determine the proposed facility’s impact on 

the surrounding community.  

Approval of this funding measure will enable the Hawaii Island shooting facility development project to 

continue. Identified near term tasks include revision of the Master Plan to incorporate test-suggested 

sound mitigation improvements, completion of an Environmental Impact Statement, and development 

of an updated time-phased facility development cost analysis.  

Just as vehicle owners drive them, so to firearms owners shoot them. So the basic issue is, do we as a 

community want the multitude of existing illegal makeshift “shooting ranges” that cover Hawaii Island to 

proliferate, trashing the landscape, and endangering human safety, or do we want to provide a safely 

designed and professionally operated facility for citizens to engage in their legitimate recreational 

activity? 

We believe it is the latter, and respectfully request your approval of House Bill 2528.  

Sincerely, 

Richard Hoeflinger, President 
On Target, Inc. 





From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 10:41 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: bisaacso@hawaii.edu 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Brian Isaacson Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Providing another public range, in these days of increased popularity of the 
shooting sport, is a great idea. Safe ranges for shooters are of paramount importance 
for public safety. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 2:54 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: alinoue@hawaiiantel.net 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM* 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Al M. Inoue Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

mailto:webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov


As a legal gun owner and supporter of our second amendment, it is long overdue 

for the Island of Hawaii to have a legal place for gun owners to target shoot in a 

safe and organized environment. Like many of the island residents I do not live on 

a large plot of land away from a town or area where legal gun owners can shoot a 

gun on their property. There is nowhere to legally shoot handguns. This is totally 

unfair to legal gun owners on the island. Even the police department is able to use 

someone’s private property to practice with their weapons. Where do the rest of 

us fit in? We need a place to stay proficient and safe.  Please pass this bill and let 

a plan for a shooting range go forward. 

Respectfully, 

Timothy Smith 

Kailua Kona 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 2:48 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: surf77@mac.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

ROBERT DUERR Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I FULLY SUPPORT HB2528 Hawaii Island Shooting Facility. A world class 
shooting range will help not only Big Islanders but all gun owners in Hawaii to learn 
proper and safe gun handling. Gun Ranges like the one proposed will be a draw for 
people around the world for competitions and a chance to enjoy shooting sports in 
Hawaii.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



To whom it may concern, 
 
 I am submitting this testimony to urge you to vote in favor of bill 2528, to help establish a public 
shooting range for the residents of Hawaii Island. 
 
I am not a lawmaker, lawyer, community leader, or industry professional.  I am simply a citizen 
of Hawaii who believes in my constitutional right to keep and bear arms.  I believe this right 
carries with it the responsibility for me to exercise my rights in a safe and responsible manner. 
 
  A key component in firearm safety, is training and proficiency.  You would not give someone a 
driver’s license, and then wonder why they are not a safe and responsible driver if they only get 
to drive once per year.  Therefore we have established driver’s education programs, provisional 
licenses, and other methods whereby drivers may become proficient. 
 
 At present, options are extremely limited for firearm owners who wish to likewise improve their 
proficiency.  There is currently no public facility for Hawaii Island residents to legally practice 
their shooting skills.  The need for this grows greater every year, as more firearms are acquired 
by the residents of Hawaii Island.  Whether you like or dislike firearms, I think we can all agree 
that a trained, responsible, and highly proficient firearm owner is better for the community than 
an untrained, irresponsible, and nonproficient firearm owner. 
 
 I urge you to support the public safety of Hawaii Island, and vote in favor of bill 2528. 
 
Sincerely 
Trenton Johnson 



Aloha.  I would like to SUPPORT HB2585 as a Big Island residence and an advocate of “plinking”.  There is 

no place on the Island to legally target practice.  Taking these measures and assuring that the 

community has little to no impact, will provide the residents of the Island a safe and secure place to 

practice and educate.  Thank you for your consideration! 

Warmest aloha,  

 Tanya Power 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 3:24 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: artemc71@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

arte mccollough Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I support this bill, however, I'm at a loss of words when I read the effective 
date to be in the year 2050....... At my current age of 76, that effective date will exceed 
my life expectancy........ 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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Honolulu, Hi 96813 

 

                                                Re: H.B. 2528--Hawaii Island Public Shooting Facility at Pu’uanahulu 

Dear Finance Committee Members: 

The Mission Statement of the DLNR is unequivocal.  “Enhance, protect, conserve and 

manage Hawaii’s unique and limited natural, cultural, and historic resources held in public trust 

for current and future generations of the people of Hawaii nei, and its visitors, in partnership 

with others from the public and private sectors.”  Inexplicably, there are no first class public 

sports shooting facilities to speak of in Hawaii, including the Big Island.  However, due to the 

persistent and persevering efforts of some very dedicated Hawaiian sportsmen, along with your 

legislative support, that can soon change. As recognized and respected professionals who have 

the proven ability to think strategically and get results, bring different groups of people 

together, inspire others, and to make a difference in Hawaii, your assistance and support is 

desperately needed for funding and bringing this public resource to fruition.   

Certain for–profit, private sector hoteliers have selfishly spearheaded opposition to the 

proposed Hawaii Island Shooting Complex at Pu’uanahulu on behalf of a coalition called the 

Kohala Coast Resort Association. This Association has adopted a patently anti-sportsman and 

anti-community, hardline position against this much-needed Project.  What is far more 

disturbing however, is the intellectual dishonesty that the coalition has exhibited to various 

Hawaii Departments and staff, and to the public at large in spinning a campaign of blatant 

propaganda, disinformation, and misstatements premised on unsubstantiated fears involving 

purported Project “noise”, and safety issues.  The third and latest set of “noise” test results 

confirm that the KCRA’s abject opposition on that basis is contrived nonsense.  

This public educational training and sporting complex will include archery, air rifle, 

shotgun, and pistol disciplines and will have absolutely no noise implications to any opponent 

properties.  Even the prior noise test results for the site (2005 & 20012) indicated gunfire sound 

was not even detectable from ambient background noise.  Nonetheless, these protesters have 

irresponsibly interfered with the Project’s development in arrogant indifference to the effect 

that their intransigence is having on the community at large.  The sportsmen and women of 

Hawaii, en masse do far more for protecting and enhancing the natural resources of this State 

and to ensure good ecological management while continuing to support the local economy 

than any other group in Hawaii.  Indeed, the Bi-Partisan Sportsmen’s Act of 2014 was endorsed 

and acknowledged by The Nature Conservancy as representing a true bi-partisan approach 

working in concert with sportsmen relating to land use issues.  



2 

 

The allure and variety of Hawaii’s beauty which necessarily includes the diversity of its 

many activities like ocean sports, beaches, biking, hiking, parks, volcano, or any number of 

other pursuits is what residents and guests alike, find endearing about Hawaii as a place to live 

and visit.  Yet, despite that diversity there are no public facilities here which even remotely 

come close to the planned shooting sports complex at Pu’uanahulu.  Which is truly unfortunate 

since this planned Project comports with DLNR’s Mission Statement about how State lands are 

to be managed, developed, and used for the good of all Hawaii.  This Project unequivocally 

meets all of the required criteria and more. As it is, without this Project continued and growing 

instances of unauthorized and potentially dangerous use of public lands for target practice by 

persons looking for places to shoot, will persist. 

The proposed site of this multi-million dollar proposed sports shooting complex is a 

barren lava field, next to the West Hawaii dump, on ground that DLNR already manages as a 

resource for hunting.  The highest and best use available to enhance the property at issue is for 

this public Project which is being championed by a dedicated group of non-profit sportsman 

and women.  This public Project will involve a myriad of local contractors, craftsmen, and a 

resident workforce to build; provide jobs in administration, facility maintenance and operation 

for current and future generations of the people of Hawaii; will provide a safe education and 

training environment to current and future generations of the people of Hawaii, which 

includes its youth in shooting disciplines recognized as Olympic Games events and by various 

college sports curriculums offering scholarships; and as important it has the potential of 

bringing thousands of new revenue generating visitors to the islands every year!  This is 

absolutely buttressed by the facts concerning the growth of shooting sports in this country and 

abroad and the consumers who support those activities.  

 The Project’s opposition has done everything in its power to thwart DLNR’s ultimate 

endorsement and approval of an endeavor that falls squarely within its Mission Statement. 

“There is a place for a shooting range on the island..." and “there is an overall opinion that a 

facility such as this should be considered for the island…” These are the exact words of the 

coalition opposition, except their unstated admonition and sentiment is really ‘just not in my 

back yard’.  In land-use parlance this is called the “NIMBY” refrain, an emotional last ditch hope 

and prayer argument flung in an attempt to get something to stick to a wall.   

This is the perfect opportunity for your committee to confirm the prior “no noise” 

results and to categorically put to rest unfounded and unsupported opposition allegations that 

this proposed state-of-the-art Sporting /Educational Complex will ever have adverse effects on 

resort/condo guests two miles away.  Frankly, this public Project has the potential of being a 

crown jewel of achievement and accomplishment for the State of Hawaii.  To know and 
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appreciate this, one needs to look no further than the recent publically developed Clark County 

Shooting Complex (www.ClarkCountyNV.gov/shootingcomplex) located within view of the Las 

Vegas “strip”, or the Ben Avery Shooting Facility (www.azgfd.gov) situated within minutes of 

downtown Phoenix, Arizona, both of which are hugely successful public five-star shooting 

facilities in walking distance of residential and business developments that embrace these 

facilities. But in comparison, neither of these destinations can hold a candle to the allure of the 

additional available natural resources and recreational entertainment we have here in Hawaii.  

This Project has the overwhelming potential of truly becoming a sports shooting 

destination in its own right. The time for stopping interference by entities that have adopted an 

entrenched stance of being anti-sportsmen, anti-community and inexplicably adverse to the 

best interests of a much needed educational shooting facility to serve our Island’s youth, is 

now.  No one opposing this Project has or can provide a shred of data or empirical evidence to 

support the position taken against this economic and community oriented Project. Quite 

simply, the total lack of substantive support for a patently anti-sportsman position is glaringly 

without credibility.  The fact is visitors to Hawaii and specifically the Big Island will 

enthusiastically embrace this resource since target shooting is one of the fastest growing 

participative sports here and abroad. The time for tolerating any further delay of this Project 

based on a campaign of emotional ignorance is long past. This Project warrants your support 

and funding approval. 

I respectfully request that this Committee act for the good of the State and for the 

direct overwhelming benefit of the Big Island’s residents, visitors, and youth to approve funding 

for this long overdue Project. Thank you in advance for responsibly advocating for and 

representing the best interests of our keiki, kapuna, and all the residents of Hawaii. 

Very truly yours, 

 Robert A. Dunn 

 

 

 



TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 2528  

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THE TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2016 

  

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Rep. Sylvia Luke, Chair 

Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair 

  

Rep. Romy M. Cachola 

Rep. Matthew S. LoPresti 

Rep. Ty J.K. Cullen 

Rep. Nicole E. Lowen 

Rep. Lynn DeCoite 

Rep. Richard H.K. Onishi 

Rep. Aaron Ling Johanson 

Rep. James Kunane Tokioka 

Rep. Jo Jordan 

Rep. Kyle T. Yamashita 

Rep. Jarrett Keohokalole 

Rep. Feki Pouha 

Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi 

Rep. Gene Ward 

DATE: 

Thursday, February 25, 2016 

TIME: 

1:00 P.M. 

PLACE: 

Conference Room 308 



State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street  

Aloha Chair Sylvia Luke & Vice Chair Scott Y. Nishimoto and the Members of the Committee on 

Finance. 

Aloha Pumehana. 

My name is Glennon Gingo  

I'm a resident of the Big Island and live in the Holualoa community. I have been a hunter and firearms 

owner for most of my youth and adult life. I have participated in shooting sports throughout the state 

as well as the mainland. I continue to provide educational courses for firearm safety. Over the past 

fours years the majority of the students attending my programs are woman and families. 

As a resident of the Big Island, I feel compelled to express the need for a Public Shooting Facility here 

on the Big Island; This a community need of high priority. 

Hunters and firearms owners need a safe place to practice their skills as well as residents desiring to 

participate in shooting sports. Without a safe and supervised area to enjoy these activities, we fall 

short of taking responsibility for firearm safety. 

Approval of this funding measure will enable the Hawaii Island shooting facility development project 

to continue. Identified near term tasks include revision of the Master Plan to incorporate test-

suggested sound mitigation improvements, completion of an Environmental Impact Statement, and 

development of an updated time-phased facility development cost analysis.  

Thousands of hours of citizen volunteer effort and government agency cooperation have been 

invested in the project over the past 12 years. A Master Plan has been developed and the proposed 

site has been surveyed for issues of biological and cultural concern. An exhaustive series of sound test 

have been conducted to determine the proposed facility’s impact on the surrounding community.  

I respectfully request your consideration and hope you will join our many residents in supporting the 

passing of this bill. 

Aloha, 

Glennon T. Gingo 

 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 4:00 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: jonagustine_lim@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Jonagustine Lim Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I strongly support this bill. The big island desperately needs a public 
shooting range facility for the firearm owners on the island. Please vote for this bill. 
Thank you! 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 4:12 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: hisurfdog@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Jeff Ball Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Sorely needed and long overdue.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

mailto:webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 4:46 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: surfgeorge@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

George Pace Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Please, it's about time... 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



TESTIMONY 
for 

HB2528

I am a full time resident of the Big Island, having lived on the west side for almost 11 years.

I fully support HB2528 HD1 and ask the Finance committee to make an appropriation for a 
shooting facility in West Hawaii on the Island of Hawaii,

This is a project that has been in the planning phase for many years, and it is time for it to come 
to fruition.

Please give our law abiding citizens a safe place to train and exercise their second amendment 
rights.

I recommend that the bill be passed and appropriations begin in FY 2016-2017 with an effective 
date of July 1, 2016.

Thank you for your consideration.

Rick Strojny
rick1drj@gmail.com

mailto:rick1drj@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 4:28 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: hksacher@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM* 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Heiko Sacher Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

mailto:webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov


IN SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 2528

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto, and members of the Committee on Finance:

I am in support of House Bill 2528 which requests funding to provide a public shooting
range on Hawaii island.

As the owner/operator of a small shop that repairs and sells firearms, I can attest to the
large numbers of firearms owners who require a place to practice and sight in.  I have
frequently been asked as to where they can legally go to practice and sight in their
firearms.  I have to tell them that there is no public shooting range or legal area to target
shoot.  I do inform them that if they choose to use their firearms in a hunting area, they
are required to have a hunting license, wear an orange vest and only do so on a legal
hunting day.

For those wanting to use their shotguns, I have referred them to the Hawaii Island Trap
and Skeet range in Hilo.  Their have been calls from the concierges at various north
Kona hotels that have called asking where they can send their guests to use a shooting
range on the west side.  I have referred them to Hilo for trap and skeet shooting.  They
have indicated that guests with limited time and transportation would prefer a general
type shooting range in the vicinity.

It is not a secret that there are local areas on both sides of Hawaii island that firearms
owners have used to practice and sight in their firearms.  These areas are not regulated
and often ill maintained.

A public shooting range that is supervised and maintained would greatly contribute to
the safety and well being of the general public.

I humbly request your approval of House Bill 2528.

Sincerely,



Testimony in favor of West Hawaii Shooting Facility on the Island of Hawaii 
 
As BOTH a resident and visitor to the  Big Island, the funding of a West Hawaii Shooting Facility 
on the Island of Hawaii should be approved in full. 
 
This facility is greatly needed for many of the reasons already articulated: 

 There is NO LEGAL place to discharge a firearm, other than a shotgun or when hunting, 
on the Big Island. 

 Yet, sales and imports of firearms continue to rise. 

 SAFETY and proficient use of firearms only comes with hands-on practice, yet the Island 
of Hawaii has no public access facility to do so (other than Trap and Skeet, for just 3  
days of the week in Hilo). 

 The facility will increase and improve the SAFE use and training of firearms in Hawaii 

 The facility will actually INCREASE Hawaii’s hospitality industry revenues and the 
associated tax revenues. 

 
 
The opposition to this facility by the Kohala Resorts/Organizations is purely emotional and 
not based in facts: 

 Data shows that gunfire from the shooting facility will not be heard at the Kohala resorts 
nor at the residences. 

 There is virtually no flora or fauna at the identified site that can be harmed.  The 
environmental impact statement will be thorough and complete.  

 The records of shooting facilities show they are extremely safe, and will not harm or kill 
people. 
 

NOTE:  NONE of above can be said about Blue Hawaii Helicopters, Hilton’s Dolphin shows, the 
County’s Waste Transfer station or even the traffic on Queen Ka’ahumanu Hwy, which are all 
adjacent to the shooting facility site. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Kurt Goldsmith 
78-261 Maunukai St. #203 
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 



Testimony in favor of West Hawaii Shooting Facility on the Island of Hawaii 
 
As BOTH a resident and visitor to the  Big Island, the funding of a West Hawaii Shooting Facility 
on the Island of Hawaii should be approved in full. 
 
This facility is greatly needed for many of the reasons already articulated: 

 There is NO LEGAL place to discharge a firearm, other than a shotgun or when hunting, 
on the Big Island. 

 Yet, sales and imports of firearms continue to rise. 

 SAFETY and proficient use of firearms only comes with hands-on practice, yet the Island 
of Hawaii has no public access facility to do so (other than Trap and Skeet, for just 3  
days of the week in Hilo). 

 The facility will increase and improve the SAFE use and training of firearms in Hawaii 

 The facility will actually INCREASE Hawaii’s hospitality industry revenues and the 
associated tax revenues. 

 
 
The opposition to this facility by the Kohala Resorts/Organizations is purely emotional and 
not based in facts: 

 Data shows that gunfire from the shooting facility will not be heard at the Kohala resorts 
nor at the residences. 

 There is virtually no flora or fauna at the identified site that can be harmed.  The 
environmental impact statement will be thorough and complete.  

 The records of shooting facilities show they are extremely safe, and will not harm or kill 
people. 
 

NOTE:  NONE of above can be said about Blue Hawaii Helicopters, Hilton’s Dolphin shows, the 
County’s Waste Transfer station or even the traffic on Queen Ka’ahumanu Hwy, which are all 
adjacent to the shooting facility site. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Kurt Goldsmith 
78-261 Maunukai St. #203 
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 9:20 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: auscadog@Gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Vernon Okamura Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: A world class shooting range will help the local economy by attracting 
tourists from Asia that would like the shooting experience. Asians Flock to gun ranges in 
Las Vegas. Lines are our the door. Range would pay for itself very quickly. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 9:19 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: auscadog@Gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Vernon Okamura Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: A world class shooting range will help the local economy by attracting 
tourists from Asia that would like the shooting experience. Asians Flock to gun ranges in 
Las Vegas. Lines are our the door. Range would pay for itself very quickly. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 9:06 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: heaviescc@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Brendon Heal Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: A public firing range is needed on the Big Island. Safe training and firing 
environment is a must for the citizens. Thank you 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 9:04 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: refrey2001@yahoo.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM* 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Richard Frey Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 8:57 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: heatherwalker8@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Heather Walker Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I support creating a shooting facility on the Big Island in order to create a 
safe place for people to exercise their Second Amendment rights. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 8:57 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: heatherwalker8@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Heather Walker Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I support creating a shooting facility on the Big Island in order to create a 
safe place for people to exercise their Second Amendment rights. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 8:57 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: heatherwalker8@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Heather Walker Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I support creating a shooting facility on the Big Island in order to create a 
safe place for people to exercise their Second Amendment rights. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 8:57 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: heatherwalker8@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Heather Walker Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I support creating a shooting facility on the Big Island in order to create a 
safe place for people to exercise their Second Amendment rights. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 8:56 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: heatherwalker8@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Heather Walker Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I support creating a shooting facility on the Big Island in order to create a 
safe place for people to exercise their Second Amendment rights. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Chair, Vice Chair, Members: 

 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify IN SUPPORT of funding a safe, professional 

shooting complex in West Hawaii. 

 

1. The required Hunter Safety Classes are always full. Some are young people 

wanting  hunting licenses and many are adults who need the class to qualify 

for handguns. The classes have worthwhile information, but no practical 

training in gun handling, safety, or respect for firearm ownership. There is a 

huge need for these, but no place for practical application. 

 

2. On the mainland, more than 15,000 young people participate in the 

national Scholastic Clay Target Program. These are feeder programs to the 

U.S. shooting program and the Olympics for the best of our male and 

female shooters. For the broad membership of the 15,000 participants, the 

benefit is competition, firearm safety, teamwork, leadership training and 

the possibility of scholarship money. A group of trained instructors here is 

primed to bring this program to Hawaii if it can get access to facilities. 

 

3. While a modern shooting complex should draw statewide, regional and 

national attention and dollars, that is not the very best argument in favor. 

Citizens of the Big Island have fought for this facility literally for decades 

and deserve it for themselves. And the broad population deserves a center 

of safe and respectful firearm training. 

 

Mahalo for your consideration. 

 

Tom Griffiths 

Kona 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 8:47 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: randy@douglasaircraftinc.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Randy Douglas Individual Comments Only No 

 
 
Comments: The Shooting Range is very much needed in West Hawaii, please vote to 
fund it. Thank You 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 8:26 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: rdaniel2@sbcglobal.net 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Robert Daniel MD Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: The citizens of Hawaii have a long history of responsible firearms use. The 
new facility will further the safe enjoyment our second amendment rights. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 8:34 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: ehkaneshiro@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM* 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Eric Kaneshiro Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 8:11 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: davebrilliant@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

David Brilliant Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: The people want a world-class multi-use public shooting range. Providing 
funding for the EIS is supported. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 7:53 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: AKOE002@hawaii.rr.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM* 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Eric Ako DVM Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 1:54 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: dbmonk49@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

David Monk Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: My wife and I own a vacation rental condominium in the Waikoloa Beach 
Resort. We understand that studies of the potential sound impact of a shooting facility at 
the proposed location show that gunfire will be audible within the resort. It would be 
detrimental to the interests of residents, visitors, and property owners to proceed with 
this facility in this location, and I urge the House to reject this measure. Surely a better 
location that would not disturb neighbors can be found on the Big Island. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 11:45 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: hawaiihuntingassociation@hawaiiantel.net 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Tom Lodge Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: After languishing for two years due to the Hunter Education Programs 
inaction,it is refreshing to see this critical facilities funding for design and development 
plans once again moving. This has been a decades long process!! Mahalo! 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 10:44 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: saltent@aol.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Gregg Salter Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Hawaii County needs a public shooting range. The current situation where 
law-abiding gun owners, hunters, and target shooters have either no place to practice 
their marksmanship or have to resort to finding a non-offensive area of dubious legality 
and placing themselves at legal risk of prosecution is not acceptable. As a target 
shooter engaging in a sport officially recognized by not just the Olympic committee, but 
also by other international bodies as well, I feel the lack of a shooting range is 
discriminatory against me and other law-abiding, responsible target shooters. Were I a 
bicyclist, I would find that entire sections of public roadways would at times be closed to 
accommodate my sport. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 10:14 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: pointman_jeno@msn.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Jimmy F Enocencio Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I strongly SUPPORT this Bill 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 10:09 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: pointman_jeno@msn.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Jimmy F Enocencio Individual Comments Only No 

 
 
Comments: I SUPPORT this Bill on behalf of our youths who need a place to learn 
firearm safety, and a place that is safe to discharge firearms. Denying them this 
opportunity would cause our youths (and adults) to seek areas designated unsafe for 
any forms of firearms discharge. The area would normally be trashed since makeshift 
targets are used, no bullet back-stop, no designation or warning flags depicting firearm 
presence, etc. I wholeheartedly SUPPORT this Bill. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



 

 

 

Testimony on HB2528 

In FIN, Rm 308, Feb 25, 2016, 1pm 

IN STRONG SUPPORT 

Hawaii needs a world class range.  Shooters from colder areas will flock to Hawaii and fill the Kona resort 

hotels when their home ranges are covered with snow.  Noise abatement is practical.  The Big Island has 

no public rifle range.  

Mahalo, 

Dr. Maxwell Cooper 

 

 

 

 



Kenji	Shiba	

P.O.	Box	1485	

Honokaa,	Hawaii		96727	

	
	

HOUSE	COMMITTEE	ON	FINANCE	

Thursday,	February	25,	2016;	1:00	pm	

State	Capitol,	Conference	Room	308	
	
	

RE:	 SUPPORTING	HOUSE	 BILL	 NO.	 2528,	 HOUSE	 DRAFT	 1,	MAKING	AN	APPROPRIATION	

FOR	A	SHOOTING	FACILITY	IN	WEST	HAWAII	ON	THE	ISLAND	OF	HAWAII.	

	

	

Chair	Luke,	Vice	Chair	Nishimoto,	and	Members	of	the	Committee:	
	
	 My	name	is	Kenji	Shiba	and	I	am	a	resident	of	the	Island	of	Hawaii	and	a	member	of	the	Board	
of	Directors	of	On	Target,	Inc.,	a	nonprofit	organization	established	to	support	safe	shooting	sports	in	
Hawaii.	 	 I	 am	 submitting	written	 testimony	on	 SUPPORT	of	HOUSE	BILL	NO.	 2528,	HOUSE	DRAFT	1,	
MAKING	AN	APPROPRIATION	FOR	A	SHOOTING	FACILITY	IN	WEST	HAWAII	ON	THE	ISLAND	OF	HAWAII.	
	
	 Specifically,	 the	bill	would	appropriate	an	unspecified	amount	of	general	 funds	 for	 fiscal	year	
2016-2017	for	public	outreach,	planning,	and	an	environmental	impact	statement	for	a	public	shooting	
facility	in	West	Hawaii	of	the	Island	of	Hawaii.	
	
	 There	 are	 1.2	 million	 firearms	 in	 the	 State	 of	 Hawaii,	 with	 over	 250,000	 of	 those	 firearms	
registered	in	the	County	of	Hawaii.	 	That	equates	to	1.3	guns	for	each	resident.	 	An	average	of	6,000	
firearms	 are	 acquired	 by	 Hawaii	 County	 residents	 every	 year,	 and	more	 than	 30,000	 firearms	were	
acquired	by	Hawaii	County	residents	 in	the	past	ten	(10)	years.	 	However,	 there	 is	NO	 legal	publicly-
accessible	rifle	or	pistol	shooting	facility	on	the	Island	of	Hawaii.			
	
	 To	 practice,	many	 firearms	 owners	 practice	 shooting	 on	 uninhabited	 locations	 of	 the	 island,	
much	of	which	is	owned	by	the	State.		However,	oftentimes,	these	firearms	owners	learn	that	they	are	
prohibited	from	doing	this	and	are	subsequently	cited	and	prosecuted.	
	
	 Because	of	this,	over	the	past	twelve	years,	members	of	the	shooting	community	have	worked	
with	 Hawaii	 County	 and	 State	 law	 enforcement,	 government	 officials,	 and	 lawmakers	 to	 identify	 a	
suitable	site	for	a	shooting	facility,	and	to	devise	partnerships	that	would	facilitate	adequate	funding	to	
construct	and	operate	the	facility.			
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	 In	2007,	the	Board	of	Land	and	Natural	Resources	approved	the	use	of	the	Puuanahulu	site	for	a	
shooting	facility	–	a	barren	lava	field	situated	within	a	public	hunting	area	containing	no	biological	nor	
cultural	 concerns.	 	Adjacent	 to	an	active	 landfill	with	an	existing	access	 road,	 the	Puuanahulu	 site	 is	
located	near	utility	sources	and	has	consistent	and	predictable	weather	conditions	making	it	an	ideal	
location	to	safely	discharge	handguns	and	rifles.	
	
	 In	 2012,	 a	 facility	master	 plan	 and	 environmental	 assessment	 contract	 was	 awarded	 to	 PBR	
Hawaii,	two	shooting	range	public	information	meetings	were	conducted,	and	a	curatorship	agreement	
was	 approved	 in	 principle	 between	 On	 Target,	 Inc.,	 and	 the	 Department	 of	 Land	 and	 Natural	
Resources.	
	
	 However,	during	 the	 course	of	 these	activities,	 concerns	were	 raised	by	 the	Waikoloa	Resort	
situated	nearly	1.5	miles	away	from	the	shooting	facility	site	on	the	anticipated	noise	generated	from	
the	facility.		As	the	result,	two	additional	noise	tests	was	conducted	to	determine	whether	there	was	a	
need	to	take	further	steps	to	mitigate	noise.		Among	other	things,	large	caliber	and	bore	rifles	as	well	
as	shotguns	were	used	and	various	sound	mitigation	devices	were	demonstrated.	 	These	evaluations	
found	that	the	anticipated	noise	from	the	site	were	within	noise	standards	so	long	as	resort-directed	
shotgun	fire	is	minimized.		Accordingly,	steps	are	being	taken	to	position	the	facility	so	that	most	if	not	
all	of	the	shooting	will	be	directed	away	from	the	resort.	
	
	 The	appropriation	contained	in	this	bill	will	ensure	that	the	supporters	of	the	shooting	facility	
will	 continue	 to	 work	 with	 the	 Waikoloa	 Resort	 and	 other	 interested	 parties	 to	 find	 a	 suitable	
compromise.	 	 It	 will	 also	 facilitate	 the	 continued	 partnership	 between	 federal,	 county	 and	 State	
governments	with	the	private	sector	to	meet	this	community	need.			
	
	 Accordingly,	 I	 respectfully	urge	 your	 favorable	 consideration	of	House	Bill	No.	 2528,	House	

Draft	1.	

	
	 Thank	 you	 for	 this	 opportunity	 to	 submit	 my	 written	 testimony.	 	 Should	 you	 have	 any	
questions,	please	do	not	hesitate	to	contact	me	at	(808)	775-9474.	



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 7:07 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: russell.takata@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Russell Takata Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I strongly SUPPORT this bill. Providing a range facility where firearms can 
be properly controlled and used will enhance safety for the community, and also provide 
a venue for firearms education and the shooting sports.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 6:56 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: williamrandysmith@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

William R Smith Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I want to reiterate to the Committee on Finance my STRONG SUPPORT of 
this bill to move forward on the construction of a Shooting Complex on the Big Island. 
There are no legal ranges to shoot rifles and pistols on the State's largest island. With 
an estimated 250,000 firearms on the Big Island alone it is imperative that the State 
provide a quality facility in the interest of public safety and government supporting the 
needs of its citizens.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 6:35 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: davebrilliant@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM* 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

David Brilliant Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 6:20 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: boxer750il@aol.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Wesley Sugai MD, 
FAAP 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I strongly support the West Hawaii Shooting facility to be built. Presently, 
we have no such facility and many have to practice on private land. I was born and 
raised in Kona, in the Territory of Hawaii, and have been a life long hunter, and have 
provided additional food for many families less fortunate than I.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 6:08 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: ddukehud@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

David Huddleston Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I strongly support passage of HB2528.I have seen the ups and downs of 
this range acquisition for over 20 years. I am not alone. The facility would be an asset to 
the community. A projected multi faceted entity supporting Rifle,shotgun,pistol,and 
archery functions.Its operation will promote safety practices.In all a boon to the 
community. Mahalo 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 5:54 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: macsak@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM* 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/23/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

steven a kumasaka Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 11:53 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: ram2crab@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Norman Winton Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: This project is a complete waste of tax payer money and a negative to 
property values in the area. New units are directly across the road. I resent having guns 
brought so near a resort area. Better a Casino.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 11:28 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: hbogert@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Heidi Bogert Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: This would be a HORRIBLE location for the shooting range. The Waikoloa 
Beach Resort is the bread basket for the Kohala coast and if this measure passes we 
will have vacationing people leave in DROVES because of the noise pollution created 
by this shooting range. Any other location would be acceptable away from the resort 
and its quiet beaches and relaxing atmosphere. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 1:30 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: nanihawaii@aol.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

nani pogline Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: LEGISLATORS, PLEASE PUSH THIS THROUGH. SHOOTING RANGE 
FACILITIES ARE NEEDED, FOR THE GROWING DEMAND. A SHOOTING RANGE 
WILL ENSURE SAFETY AND PROFESSIONALISM IN THE SPORT. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 1:24 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: tdelaney@mit.edu 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Thomas Delaney Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: As a full-time resident in Waikoloa Beach Resort and a registered voter in 
the state of Hawaii, I an very sorry to hear that plans are going ahead for a shooting 
range in our vicinity. I am vehemently opposed for a number of reasons. A shooting 
range does not belong in a resort area: tourists come here, with their important 
contribution to our economy, to enjoy the beauty of our area and to recreate in peace. 
The noise of a shooting range, and the image it projects, are inappropriate. A shooting 
range could be located in many other parts of our Big Island, where the location would 
be at a remove from populated areas yet central, to accommodate all Big Islanders, 
from all parts. I have great respect for many hunters in Hawaii, whom I have met while 
hiking: they do not live in proximity to the proposed shooting range site. Furthermore, 
the expense of a study, paid for by the taxpayer, is completely unwarranted, when the 
needs of so many on the Big Island are far more urgent. Finally, I must register strong 
disappointment in the way that this measure was sprung upon us, considering that we 
have tried to keep abreast of the issue since first learning of it. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 12:57 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: thebowen@hawaiiantel.net 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Bowen Dickinson Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: As a long time Maui Resident and responsible gun owner who shoots 
regularly at our only gun range, and also a person who loves peace and quiet I 
respectfully submit: It is obvious from the testimony presented that a gun range is 
greatly needed and has support of the Hawaii County citizenry, you all just need to find 
a place where the tourists at the resorts can't her it. The last thing I want to hear when I 
am on vacation would be gunfire. Bowen Dickinson  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



 

February 24, 2016 

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL HB2528 

 

Dear Members of the Hawaii 2016 Legislature: 

      I, Amia Adonai, am an owner of a condo at Waikoloa Colony Villas and would be directly affected by the 

noise from the shooting range which is the subject of HB2528- should it be permitted to go in at the entrance 

across  from Waikoloa Beach Resort.  The most recent sound assessments from the findings published in a 

recent report;--indicate that the gun shots from the range will be audible within the Waikoloa Beach Resort. 

    This will adversely affect property values and the thousands of visitors that come to stay at this beautiful 

pristine resort.  The resort has 2 major hotels, Hilton and the Marriott, as well as time-share and many high 

end condo residents –many of whom are full and part time residents.  THIS IS A QUITE RESORT WHERE 

FAMILIES COME TO RELAX.  This would not be the case should the gun range be permitted to be constructed. 

   The Big Island is a vast island with a lot of land—where there the range in the alternative could be 

constructed.  The range should be constructed where the loud noise disturbance would not be by a residential 

and high income visitor generating area.  There is absolutely NO REASON to locate this range near such a 

pristine property when many alternate locations away from residents and visitors exist.   

  It is IMPARATIVE that the Gun Range proponents submit to the house committee alternative locations that 

would NOT disturb the residents and visitors (who bring in millions of dollars of revenue to the Big Island).  

The danger to this island, by allowing such a Gun Range to be built in this area, is a vast loss in visitor income 

which is this islands primary industry.  The Big Island, as many of the neighboring islands do, struggles to have 

profitable industries, the location of this Gun Range would be devastating to our visitor industry. 

I respectively request that you OPPOSE HB2528 and do not pass this Bill. 

Thank you for sincerely considering what is being discussed in this testimony, 

Sincerely, 

Amia Adonai, JD 

Waikoloa Colony Villas Owner  

 

 

 

  

      



          



 
 
 
Dear Members of the 2016 Legislature, 
 
As a homeowner at the Waikoloa Beach Resort, I am writing to strongly oppose 
HB2528.  I understand that the proposed site is located within just 1 to 2.5 miles 
of all of the developments within Waikoloa Beach Resort and my development 
will be within hearing range of the shots.  I live here full time and did not 
purchase my retirement home to be hindered by the obtrusive noise of gun shots 
being fired or having my safety possibly at risk.   
 
Furthermore, I don’t think the over 1,000 private residences nor visitors to the 
Hilton Waikoloa Village, the Waikoloa Beach Marriott Resort & Spa, three Hilton 
Grand Vacations properties, the Queens’ Marketplace, the Kings’ Shops, Lava 
Lava Beach Club or the golf courses would appreciate the sounds that are so 
contrary to visions of paradise or having their safety compromised.  Clearly this 
would definitely have an adverse effect on luring desirable visitors to this 
currently very attractive vacation spot, which is listed on some rankings as one of 
the best in the world.   
 
We need to do all we can to keep Hawaii a world-class tourist destination.  We 
suffer each time there is a travel scare to the island, the state, or the country.  
The placement of a shooting range will contribute to visitors negating the 
Waikoloa Beach Resort as catering to their needs for relaxation and a place of 
escape.  This could have a huge impact on the livelihoods of many who rely on 
income through employment or investment at this resort.  Furthermore, there is a 
growing national revolt against the prevalence of guns in the wrong hands and 
that sentiment further diminishes a shooting range’s allure, tarnishing the value of 
properties around it. 
 
Please find a remote location for this shooting range, if there is such a strong 
demand to have one somewhere on our island.  But please don’t compromise the 
sanctity and serenity of this heaven-on-earth!  Waikoloa Beach Resort is truly a 
great example of tremendous urban planning and too important to the frail 
economy of our island to be messed with.  A placement of a shooting range next 
to our resort will have lasting adverse effects on the desirability and possibly 
safety of the Waikoloa Beach Resort as a vacation and recreation destination, 
home, and investment.  If this were placed next to your home, I’m sure you 
wouldn’t be pleased either.   
 
 
Mahalo! 
 
Jayne Tolan 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 12:33 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: kdel2@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Kathleen Delaney Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: I am a registered Hawaii voter resident in the Waikoloa Beach Resort. I 
urge that the proposed shooting range be located in an area away from residential 
property. I chose to retire to Waikoloa for the peaceful natural beauty. The noise from a 
nearby shooting range will have a negative effect on my well being. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 2:07 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: ncote@hawaii.rr.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Normand A Cote Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Aloha FIN Committee, I am submitting testimony in support of HB 2528. 
This world class shooting range will benefit our community and provide another 
attraction for our valued tourist. For example: Las Vegas and our Japanese tourist love 
this kind of attraction. Thank you for your consideration. Respectfully, Normand A Cote 
Law Abiding Citizen 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 2:05 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: mamalukino@msn.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Michael Riley Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: February 24, 2016 Aloha, I submit testimony in support. This will be an 
asset to Hawaii, both for the local people and visitors. HB2528 providing funding for 
planning and an environmental impact statement (EIS)for the planned world-class multi-
use public shooting range in Kailua Kona Mahalo, Michael Riley  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 2:02 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: dwallis27@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Diane Wallis MD Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: I am are writing to express my absolute horror when our neighbor alerted us 
to HB2528, and the proposed shooting range being considered at a location in 
Pu’uanahulu, in close proximity to our home in Waikoloa. I am sure all the visitors to the 
Big Island who come to these resorts, condominium, timeshares, golf courses and 
residential communities of Waikoloa and the Kohala Coast on the Island of Hawaii 
would be horrified as well, and take their dollars to areas other than here. This coastal 
area is a major draw for tourists and condominium / timeshare owners, and sustains the 
employment of thousands of Big Island residents. I know it is what brought my husband 
and me here in the first place. We never would have come to Waikoloa to visit, or 
bought property here, if there had been a shooting range anywhere in the vicinity. We 
come from Chicago where gunfire is a common occurrence (homicide rates 2016 to 
date double that to date from 2015 (444 total last year); 36 shooting victims last 
weekend alone (2996 in 2015), and travel to the Big Island in search of safety, peace 
and tranquility, and to experience a culture like no other in the world. To have this 
disturbed by the sounds of gunfire and the threat of stray bullets is stomach-churning, 
and evokes the thoughts of the thousands of people killed or maimed in our home town. 
Should the shooting range be built within hearing distance—as it is planned—we will 
personally make it a point to all who had planned to visit this area to go elsewhere. 
Social media has made it extremely convenient to reach millions of people who will 
certainly feel as I do. The comfort and safety of residents, visitors and employees 
should be paramount. Given all the other available land, a large-scale public shooting 
range should not be developed in such close proximity to one of the Island’s most 
sought-after resort destinations. I am vehemently opposed to a shooting range in so 
close proximity to the residents and local businesses whose livelihood depends on the 
continued success of the Kohala and Waikoloa Coast community. I urge you to oppose 
HB2528. Diane E Wallis, MD 69-1010 Keana Place Waikoloa 96738 Sent from my iPad 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 



Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 1:58 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: hills-henry@hawaii.rr.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Henry F. Hills Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: We need a safe place on the Big Isl. to shoot firearms.l 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 3:00 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: mk98042@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Michael Solberg Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: I am a condo owner in the Waikoloa Beach Resort. I have owned in the 
resort for 19 years and have enjoyed the beauty and peace that Hawaii is all about. 
Please vote against HB2528 as that peace and quiet will be severely impacted by a gun 
range located near our resort. I urge you to do the right thing and consider another 
location that will not impact tourists , homeowners, business and the many people that 
are employed in the Waikoloa Beach Resort. Respectfully, Michael J Solberg 69-1010 
Keana Place, #F203 Waikoloa, HI 96738 808-886-5710 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 3:03 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: jmlanin@aol.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM* 
 

HB2528 
Submitted on: 2/24/2016 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

J. Matthew Lanin Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

mailto:webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov


February 24, 2016 

 

Comments and testimony in Opposition to HB2528 

 

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature: 

 

We are writing to express our strong opposition to HB2528, and the proposed shooting range, which is 

currently being considered at a location in Pu’uanahulu, in close proximity to the resort, condominium, 

timeshare, golf courses and residential communities of Waikoloa and the Kohala Coast on the Island of 

Hawaii. 

 

This coastal area is a major draw for tourists and condominium / timeshare owners, and sustains the 

employment of thousands of Big Island residents. Visitors to the Big Island come in search of peace and 

tranquility and to experience a culture like no other in the world. To have this disturbed by the sounds 

of gunshots and the threat of stray bullets would have a profoundly negative impact on the community 

at large.  We personally monitored the 2015 test firing from our lanai at Vista Waikoloa; the sound of 

gunfire was apparent and disturbing.   

 

The comfort and safety of residents, visitors and employees should be paramount. Given all the other 

available land, a large-scale public shooting range should not be developed in such close proximity to 

one of the Island’s most sought after resort destinations. 

 

We are not opposed to shooting ranges in general, especially for training law enforcement personnel.  

We question somewhat supporting an activity that has been involved in so many recent tragedies 

affecting scores of innocent children and citizens.  However we could possibly support a public shooting 

range in a different location; one that is not in such close proximity to the residents and local businesses 

whose livelihood and property values depend on the continued success of the Kohala and Waikoloa 

Coast community. 

 

We respectfully request that you oppose HB2528 and do not pass this bill. 

 

Thank you very much for your kokua and consideration. Aloha, 

 

Patricia and Gerald Hiatt 

69-1010 Keana Place #B201 

Waikoloa Beach, HI 96738 



1

F I N T e s t i m o n y

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2016 8:34 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: ned@geochemist.net
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM*

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/25/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
WILLIAM MURPHY Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

finance8
Late



1

F I N T e s t i m o n y

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2016 8:14 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: svandiamo@wavecable.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/25/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Sylvia Remington Individual Oppose No

Comments: I am an owner in the Vista Waikoloa and want to express strong opposition to the idea of
putting a shooting range (HB2528) in such close proximity to a resort area. The island of Hawaii has
many other areas for this type of activity rather than nearby vacation properties. This area is a major
attraction for visitors to the Big Island. Why wouldn't a shooting range be better placed in a more
convenient area to where people hunt or live and not be in a resort area where tourists come for
peace and tranquility. I understand that a recommendation to spend $900,000 on a study is moving
forward and want to strongly urge you not to support this study and not to support this location for a
shooting range. Sylvia Remington owner @ Vista Waikoloa A201, A202 & F205

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

finance8
Late



1

F I N T e s t i m o n y

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2016 7:19 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: kellyandjill@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM*

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/25/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Dakota Muranaka Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

finance8
Late



1

F I N T e s t i m o n y

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2016 7:18 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: kellyandjill@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM*

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/25/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Hunter Muranaka Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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F I N T e s t i m o n y

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2016 7:17 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: kellyandjill@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM*

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/25/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Jill Muranaka Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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F I N T e s t i m o n y

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2016 7:17 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: kellyandjill@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM*

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/25/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Kelly Muranaka Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2016 4:03 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: shyla.moon@ymail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/25/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Shyla Moon Individual Support No

Comments: Strongly in support of HB2528. As a legal gun owner one of the many challenges we
have on Kauai is finding a safe private property to practice or test your guns at. Gun ranges will only
help gun owners be safer and more skilled. People who are comfortable with their guns are less likely
to make mistakes and hurt themselves or others. This is a common sense fact. Please work with this
community in creating and supporting a legal gun range for people to enjoy. Let's not forget that we
need to enjoy life in Hawaii outdoors! Aloha, Shyla Moon, Kauai resident

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 8:27 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: makani.christensen@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/24/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

makani Hunting, Farming and
Fishing Association Support No

Comments: We support HB2528. Hawaii island needs a range. The safety for our hunters and
community is very important. Improperly trained individuals are a danger to themselves and others.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 8:18 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: pj3467@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/24/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
PJ Long III Individual Support No

Comments: I whole heartedly support this measure and encourage all members to approve the
necessary funds. This is a worth while investment of our tax dollars with a benefit to a large number
of citizens. Thank you.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 8:17 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: lorascott808@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/24/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Lora Scott Individual Support No

Comments: Please support this bill.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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Testimony of  

 

Mufi Hannemann 

President & CEO 

Hawai‘i Lodging & Tourism Association 

  

Committee on: 

Finance 

February 25, 2016 

  
House Bill 2528: Making an appropriation for a shooting facility in West Hawai‘i on the Island of Hawai‘i  

  

Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto, and members of the committee on Finance: 

   

We are writing to express our concerns to HB2528 HD1, and the proposed shooting range, which is 

currently being considered at a location in Pu’uanahulu, in close proximity to the resort, condominium, 

timeshare, golf courses and residential communities of Waikoloa and the Kohala Coast on the Island of 

Hawaii. 

 

This coastal area is a major draw for tourists and condominium / timeshare owners, and sustains the 

employment of thousands of Big Island residents. Visitors to the Big Island come in search of peace and 

tranquility and to experience a culture like no other in the world. To have this disturbed by the sounds of 

gunshots and the threat of stray bullets would have a profoundly negative impact on the community at 

large.  

 

The tourism industry collectively employs thousands of Big Island residents, and conducts business with 

hundreds of thousands of visitors to the Big Island every year.  

 

The comfort and safety of residents, visitors and employees should be paramount. Given all the other 

available land, a large-scale public shooting range should not be developed in such close proximity to 

one of the Island’s most sought after resort destinations.  

 

We are not opposed to shooting ranges in general, and would support a public shooting range in a 

different location that is not in such close proximity to the residents and local businesses.  

 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 

 

mailto:info@hawaiilodging.org
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The Twenty-Eighth Legislature
Regular Session of 2016

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Committee on Finance
Rep. Sylvia Luke, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair
State Capitol, Conference Room 308
Thursday, February 25, 2016; 1:00 p.m.

STATEMENT OF THE ILWU LOCAL 142 ON H.B. 2528, HD1
MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR A SHOOTING FACILITY IN WEST HAWAII

ON THE ISLAND OF HAWAII

The ILWU Local 142 opposes H.B. 2528, HD1, which appropriates funds for public outreach,
planning, and an environmental impact statement for a Hawaii island public shooting facility.

Our opposition is to the proposed site at the Puuanahulu state game management area for the
shooting facility.  Section 1 of H.B. 2528, HD1 references this site and seems to indicate that
outreach, planning, and the EIS will focus on this site.

However, hotels, resorts and other businesses in the vicinity of the proposed shooting facility site
have raised objections.  Objectors cite proximity to resort activity and the potential for accidents
that may jeopardize the health and safety of visitors and employees of the resorts.

Also of concern is the negative impact of the sounds of shooting on resort guests.  Occupancy at
the hotels along the Kohala Coast has never been as robust or resilient as in Waikiki or Maui.
Even perceived danger or any firing sounds could affect the attractiveness of West Hawaii as a
destination.

The ILWU represents workers at Hilton Waikoloa Resort, The Fairmont Orchid, Hapuna Beach
Prince Hotel, and Mauna Kea Beach Hotel.

The only shooting range on Oahu, called the Koko Head Shooting Complex, is located in Hawaii
Kai near homes, businesses, parks, and schools.  Bullet casings have been recovered in the
surrounding area, and one stray bullet in 2013 went through the kitchen window of a Hawaii Kai
residence.  Even though the Koko Head range is located within a volcanic crater, it is not
sufficiently shielded to prevent bullets from pistols and rifles veering into inhabited areas.

The ILWU respectfully requests that H.B. 2528, HD1 be held at this time.  Thank you for the
opportunity to provide testimony on this matter.
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FINTestimony

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 5:34 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: gordyf@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/24/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Gordon Fowler Individual Support No

Comments: Aloha to all concerned: Although I am no longer a resident of the Big Island I was for
years and as a shooting sports enthusiast my options for a place to shoot were very limited. The only
real viable solution was to find a spot on private land with permission from the land owner. This was
tough at the time and as our society be comes more litiguois, it less viable tahn in the past. Next
option was of dubious legality, To take off as far back in the woods as you could and shoot there.
Hope you didn't get caught, or if you did that the game warden understood and let it slide. Potential
there to lose your car, guns, etc... and then go to jail for whatever firearms violations could be
trumped up. Or you could, with a hunting license, go to a hunting area, find a safe place an"zero your
rifle" This only worked if your gun was "suitable for hunting", no 22's or handguns. Same sanctions as
above could be brought if the enforcement people were not very understanding. It is time for a public
shooting facility on the Big Island. Let the shooting sports public come out of the closet. The location
planned, Puuanahulu, is located well for people of both sides of the Island and should be supported.
Thank you and Aloha Gordon Fowler

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 5:14 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: surfbuddy1@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/24/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Karl "Buddy" Bohn Individual Support No

Comments: I'm a resident property owner in North Kohala and strongly support this type fire arms
educational , practice and competition facility. Mahalo, Karl "Buddy" Bohn

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 4:50 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: kjcole52@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/24/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Kevin J. Cole Individual Support No

Comments: Aloha, I support HB 2528. A safe, legal, and well maintained shooting range on the Big
Island would be a boon to the local reactional sports population. As a frequent visitor to the Koko
Head Shooting Complex on Oahu, I know how beneficial a well-regulated range can be to the
sporting community. The good people of Hawaii have long deserved this facility. The studies are
complete. The time to act is now. Please support this Bill. Mahalo, Kevin J. Cole, Colonel USAF Ret
Mililani HI

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 11:22 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: k30l4@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM*

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/24/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Keola Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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F I N T e s t i m o n y

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 10:56 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: zon@zonarch.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/24/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Zon Sullenberger Individual Support No

Comments: I write today to encourage support for a new shooting facility on the Big Island of Hawaii.
Currently, there is no safe, legal, public place to target practice or otherwise enjoy the shooting
sports. There is a growing number of firearms owners on the Big Island, but gun-owners are greatly
hindered by not having a place to become proficient, and safe, with their firearms. The shooting
sports are among the fastest growing sports in all age groups across the country. Additionally, there
will be a tourism benefit to providing a world-class shooting facility. Please vote YES to this important
public facility.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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F I N T e s t i m o n y

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 10:50 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: koryohly@outlook.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/24/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Kory Ohly Individual Support No

Comments: I support HB2528 because I believe the residents of Hawaii island have a right to a legal
and safe facility to shoot their firearms: according to legislature, approximately 250,000 firearms +
6,000 this year + 6,000 next year + 6,000 the year after etc.... This is a good thing, beneficial to public
safety: "A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people
to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed." Get it done, people!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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F I N T e s t i m o n y

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 10:45 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: Freediving@earthlink.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2528 on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM

HB2528
Submitted on: 2/24/2016
Testimony for FIN on Feb 25, 2016 13:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Glennon T. Gingo On Target Inc. Support Yes

Comments: Will testify in person. Previously submitted an online testimony and document in support.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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